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Agenda ð4-5pm 

ÅWelcome, Introductions, and adoption of minutes (3 min)

ÅBe an Anchor Campaign (12 min)

ÅUniform Parentage Act( 30 min)

ÅWIC-SNAP Project (5 min )

ÅPublic Comment ( 10 min)

ÅAdjournment 



-ëíúÓĖÙĀ˫Ě -ÀÌíĀÙġ _ÙÙġíĀç
4/27/2021



µëÀġ íĚ ˨+Ù Ā ĀÎëĆĖ˩ˑ

Be An AnchoríĚ vëĆÓÙ MĚúÀĀÓ˫Ě ÎĆÿÿĥĀíġĴ

engagement strategy to support foster care 

recruitment and retention. Our Resource 

EÀÿíúíÙĚ ÀĖÙ ˨ÀĀÎëĆĖĚ˩ æĆĖ ÎëíúÓĖÙĀ íĀ 2-·E

care.

WEÀĖÙ ˨ÀĀÎëĆĖĚ˩ æĆĖ æÀÿíúíÙĚ ÀĀÓ ÎëíúÓĖÙĀː



Foster Families: ˨ µëÀġ ÓĆÙĚ íġ ÿÙÀĀ ġĆ ˨+Ù Ā ĀÎëĆĖ˩ˑ˩

ˌēĖĆıíÓíĀç ÎĆĀĚíĚġÙĀġˋ ĚġÙÀÓæÀĚġ ÎÀĖÙ ÀĀÓ úĆıÙ ġĆ À ÎëíúÓ
weathering the hardship of being removed from their home.

An anchor holds a ship steady. Here it means to tether to a 
child who needs stability and support. 

To be a safe space for a child in a storm.

An anchor is: a symbol of strength, firmness, 
hope and tranquility also represents the 
strongest and most stable part of our being. 

ˌÀ ĲÀĴ Ćæ ĚëĆĲíĀç ĚġÀÌíúíġĴˋ ĚġĖÙĀçġëˋ ÙĀÓĥĖÀĀÎÙ ÀĀÓ úĆıÙː
Always ready to embrace whatever may come your way.
µÙ˫ĖÙ Ěġíúú çĆíĀç ġĆ ÌÙ ëÙĖÙ ÎĆÿÙ ĖÀíĀ ĆĖ ÎĆÿÙ ĚëíĀÙː

To be the light to these children's 
dark days. To be their calm sea 

while they regain their footing and 
experience a smooth sailing. 

Be An Anchor means to 
provide stability for 

children before they can
safely get back to shore. 



Fundamentals

Right Sizing Foster Care

Kinship first

Rate & service equity

Diversity, equity, inclusion

Family & youth voice & choice

Public- Private partnership

Data driven

Innovative

Data Highlights

o ~83% of children in out of home are in a family 
setting

o ~70% of children in family settings are with 
kinship providers

o # of children in DCYF care has reduced by over 
200 in the last year

o Over 150 new licensed foster families in SFY21 
(goal by SFY22 was 200)



How can YOU Be An Anchor?

Veronica Davis
Senior Manager, Division of Resource Families

veronica.davis@dcyf.ri.gov 

Melissa Aguiar- Rivard
Chief of Practice Standards ˟ Recruitment, Development, Support

melissa.aguiarrivard@dcyf.ri.gov 

˨Zí÷Ù˩Be An Anchor on Facebook 
(https://www.facebook.com/BeAnAnchorRI/ ) 

Connect with our team for partnership 
opportunities (contacts below)

Share informational resources with us that may 
benefit foster families

Apply to be a foster parent

Be a mentor for youth in foster care

https://www.facebook.com/BeAnAnchorRI/


Common Terms

Be An AnchoríĚ vëĆÓÙ MĚúÀĀÓ˫Ě ÎĆÿÿĥĀíġĴ
engagement strategy to support foster care 
recruitment and retention. Our Resource 
EÀÿíúíÙĚ ÀĖÙ ˨ÀĀÎëĆĖĚ˩ æĆĖ ÎëíúÓĖÙĀ íĀ 2-·E
ÎÀĖÙː Mġ íĚ ÎĖíġíÎÀú ġëÀġ ĆĥĖ ˨ÀĀÎëĆĖĚ˩ ÎÀĀ ÎÀĖÙ
for children/youth in a safe and reliable family 
setting that is well supported and able to care 
æĆĖ ġëÙ ÎëíúÓ˫Ě íĀÓíıíÓĥÀú ĀÙÙÓĚː

Rhode to 100íĚ 2-·E˫Ě ÎĥĖĖÙĀġ æĆĚġÙĖ ÎÀĖÙ
recruitment campaign. DCYF must have the 
right plan in place to recruit a diverse pool of 
individuals who can Be An Anchorfor all 
children and youth in DCYF care.

Resource Family is an inclusive term used 
when referring to all types of foster families. 
Traditional foster families, Private Foster Care 
Agency foster families, kinship caregivers, 
pre- adoptive providers, and respite 
caregivers.

Level of Need is a standardized assessment 
used for children/youth in DCYF care to clearly 
íÓÙĀġíæĴ ĲëÀġ ÙÀÎë ÎëíúÓ˫Ě ĀÙÙÓĚ ÀĖÙˋ ĲëÀġ ġĴēÙ
of homes would be a best fit for their needs, and 
what services might be needed for that child. 
The LON assessment tool is the cornerstone of 
the foster care system. A LON results in a tier 
score of 1-ʹˋ Ĳíġë ˨ʹ˩ ÌÙíĀç À ÎëíúÓ Ĳíġë ġëÙ
highest Level of Need.



The Rhode Island 
Parentage Act

Dijmesfoǃt!Dbcjofu!Bqsjm!38th

SHARON A. SANTILLI ESQ
Associate Director-DHS Office of Child Support Services

. 



Å Outdated statutes
Å No statutory protections for children born through assisted 

reproduction
Å No statutory protections for children born through surrogacy
Å No administrative route to parentage for LGBTQ parents 
Å Unequal treatment for children born to LGBTQ families and 

through assisted reproduction



Å Based on the UPA 2017 and VT Parentage Act
Å Ensures all children have access to the security of legal parentage, 

that parentage laws are constitutional, promotes clarity in the 
courts and access to justice

Å Broad coalition in support ƿRhode Islanders for Parentage Equality
Å Signed into law on July 21, 2020
Å Effective January 1, 2021 
ÅDpnnpomz!sfgfssfe!up!bt!uif!ǆGbnjmz!Frvbmjuz!BduǇ



Å Maine Parentage Act - 2015
Å Vermont Parentage Act - 2018
Å New Hampshire ƿ2018 and  2020
Å Rhode Island ƿ2020 



Å Revises the Act to remove gender distinctions
Å Ensures  expanded access to the Voluntary Acknowledgment of 

Parentage Process-the VAP
Å Provides the court with a way to resolve competing parentage 

claims ƿ§206
Å Codifies laws with respect to Gestational Carrier Agreements   

surrogacy provisions in Article 8 



Definitions, Scope and general provisions:

ÅPARENTS - redefines the definition of what most would refer to 
as the traditional biological  parent. A parent defined under the 
Act may be an acknowledged parent including parents who are  of 
the same gender; adjudicated parents including de facto parents; 
intended parents including one who gives consent to assisted 
reproduction; a presumed parent not only the spousal 
presumption but parents who held themselves out to be the 
parent.



WHAT IS AN
INTENDED PARENT?

An means an individual 
whether married or unmarried, who 
manifests an intent to be legally bound 
as a parent of a child conceived through 
assisted reproduction or a gestational 
carrier agreement. §102 (15)



WHAT IS AN 
ALLEGED GENETIC PARENT?

Å An individual who is alleged to be, or alleges that 
the individual is a genetic parent or possible 
genetic parent of a child. (mother and father) 
(per §102(3))



PER ARTICLE 4:
ÅThe individual who gave birth to the child.
ÅThe individual who is married to the person who gave birth, and the child is born 
not later than 300 days after the marriage is terminated through death, annulment, 
declaration of invalidity, divorce or dissolution.
ÅThe individual who gave birth and the other individual married after the birth of 
the child and agreed to be named and was added to the birth certificate
ÅThe individual resided in the household with the child for two years and held 
themselves out as the parent and assumed personal, financial and custodial  
responsibility for the child.
ÅPresumption can be rebutted. A presumed parent can be legal parent by 
executing a VAP.

WHAT IS A

PRESUMED PARENT?



WHAT IS AN 
ADJUDICATED PARENT?

Å An adjudicated parent is an individual who has 
been adjudicated by a court of competent 
jurisdiction to be the parent of the child. ( §
102(2))



ESTABLISHMENT OF PARENTAGE

Section 201 ƿ9  Paths To Establishing Parentage
ÅGiving birth

ÅAdoption

ÅVAP ƿArticle 3

ÅAdjudication

ÅPresumption ƿArticle 4

ÅDe Facto parentage ƿArticle 5

ÅGenetic parentage ƿArticle 6

ÅConsent to assisted reproduction ƿArticle 7

ÅConsent to surrogacy agreement ƿArticle 8 







Section 202 ƿNondiscrimination Every child equal regardless of marital status or parents, gender of parents 

or circumstances of birth.

Section 206 ƿAdjudicating Competing Claims

Å(1) the age of the child;

Å(2) the length of time during which each individual assumed the role of parent of 
the child;

Å(3) the nature of the relationship between the child and each individual;

Å(4) the harm to the child if the relationship between the child and each individual is 
not recognized;

Å(5) the cbtjt!gps!fbdi!joejwjevbmǃt!dmbjnto parentage of the child; 

Å(6) other considerations arising from the disruption of the relationship between the 
child and each individual or the likelihood of other harm to the child; and

Å(7) Other equitable factors uibu!uif!dpvsu!effnt!sfmfwbou!up!uif!dijmeǃt!cftu!
interests.

ARTICLE 2 
Establishment of Parentage 


