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Agenda 04-5pm

AWelcome, Introductions, and adoption of minutes (3 min)
ABe an Anchor Campaign (12 min)

AUniform Parentage Act( 30 min)

AWIC-SNAP Project (5 min )

APublic Comment ( 10 min)

AAdjournment
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engagement strategy to support foster care

recruitment and retention. Our Resource
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care.
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Foster Families: / U € A g OCUE
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Always ready to embrace whatever may come your way. weathering the hardship of being removed from their home.

An anchor holds a ship steady. Here it means to tether to a

N child who needs stability and support.
provide stability for
children before they can -
safely get back to shore. To be a safe space for a child in a storm.

To be the light to these children's
An anchor is: a symbol of strength, firmness, dark days.

hope and tranquility also represents the

strongest and most stable part of our being. while they regain their footing and

experience a smooth sailing.



Fundamentals
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Data Highlights
0 ~83% of children in out of home are in a family
setting

0 ~70% of children in family settings are with
kinship providers

o # of children in DCYF care has reduced by over
200 in the last year

o Over 150 new licensed foster families in SFY21
(goal by SFY22 was 200)



How can YOWe An Anchor?

= https://www.facebook.com/BeAnAnchorRI/
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Veronica Davis Melissa Aguiar- Rivard BE AN ANBH “R
Senior Manager, Division of Resource Families Chief of Practice Standards* Recruitment, Development, Support

veronica.davis@dcyf.ri.gov melissa.aguiarrivard@dcyf.ri.gov


https://www.facebook.com/BeAnAnchorRI/

Common Terms

Be AnAnchoi E- vé& COU MEGAAO:+ E ResduicenFarmilgisian inclusive term used
engagement strategy to support foster care when referring to a//types of foster families.
recruitment and retention. Our Resource Traditional foster families, Private Foster Care
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T AEU: Mg {E TEigilAu ¢géApre-é&dophve provildrssaddEréspite] AA 1T AEU

for children/youth in a safe and reliable family caregivers.
settlng that is well supported and able to care X
@eCE ¢géuU TeéeiualOrE i AOi 1 i Oh Aavel/ &NaddBa standardized assessment

i i used for children/youth in DCYF care to clearly
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recruitment campaign. DCYF must have the of homes would be a best fit for their needs, and
right plan in place to recruit a diverse pool of what services might be needed for that child.
individuals who can Be An Anchoffor all The LON assessment tool is the cornerstone of
children and youth in DCYF care. the foster care system. A LON results in a tier
scoreof ' © Jigé 4" 1 1 Ui A¢ A

highest Level of Need.



The Rhode Island
Parentage Act

Di j mesfo!t!Dbcj of u! Bqgs |
SHARON A. SANTILLI ESQ
Associate Director-DHS Office of Child Support Services




RHODEISLAND UPA  RHODE ISI'ANE
1973 & PARENTAGE | UIFORM PARENTAGE ACT;

Outdated statutes

No statutory protections for children born through assisted
reproduction

No statutory protections for children born through surrogacy
No administrative route to parentage for LGBTQ parents
Unequal treatment for children born to LGBTQ families and
through assisted reproduction

o To o T o

uwumllmﬁwimumumuniiwlwimumum

C — )




RIUPA - H.7541/5. 2136 RHODE ISLAND

A Based on the UPA 2017 and VT Parentage Act
A Ensures all children have access to the security of legal parentage,
that parentage laws are constitutional, promotes clarity in the
courts and access to justice
A Broad coalition in support p Rhode Islanders for Parentage Equality
A Signed into law on July 21, 2020
A Effective January 1, 2021
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Parentage In NewEngIcmd

A Maine Parentage Act - 2015

A Vermont Parentage Act - 2018

A New Hampshire p 2018 and 2020
A Rhode Island p 2020
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: 'RHODE ISCANE
Rl Uniform Parentage Act UNIFORM PARENTAGE ACT,

Revises the Act to remove gender distinctions

Ensures expanded access to the Voluntary Acknowledgment of
Parentage Process-the VAP

Provides the court with a way to resolve competing parentage
claims p 8§ 206

Codifies laws with respect to Gestational Carrier Agreements
surrogacy provisions in Article 8
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ARTICLE1]  RHODETSCAND

UNIFORM PARENTAGE At

Definitions, Scope and general provisions:

A PARENTS- redefines the definition of what most would refer to
as the traditional biological parent. A parent defined under the
Act may be an acknowledged parent including parents who are of
the same gender; adjudicated parents including de facto parents;
Intended parents including one who gives consent to assisted
reproduction; a presumed parent not only the spousal

presumption but parents who held themselves out to be the
parent.
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WHAT IS AN

An intended parent means an individual
whether married or unmarried, who
manifests an intent to be legally bound
as a parent of a child conceived through
assisted reproduction or a gestational

: carrier agreement. 8 102 (15)
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WHAT IS AN . RHODE ISLANL
ALLEGED GENETIC PARENUNIFORM PARENTAGE ACT
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A An individual who is alleged to be, or alleges that
the individual Is a genetic parent or possible
genetic parent of a child. (mother and father)

(per 8 102(3))




WHAT IS A RHODE 1S

PRESUMED PARENT? UNIFORMPARENTAGEAC

PER ARTICLE 4:

A The individual who gave birth to the child.

A The individual who is married to the person who gave birth, and the child is born
not later than 300 days after the marriage Is terminated through death, annulment,
declaration of invalidity, divorce or dissolution.

A The individual who gave birth and the other individual married after the birth of
the child and agreed to be named and was added to the birth certificate

A The individual resided in the household with the child for two years and held
themselves out as the parent and assumed personal, financial and custodial
responsibility for the child.

A Presumptiemcan be,rebutted. A presumed parent canbe legal parent by
executing a \&' I | | | = i




WHAT IS AN
ADJUDICATED-PAREINA

A An adjudicated parent is an individual who has
been adjudicated by a court of competent
jurisdiction to be the parent of the child. ( 8
102(2))
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ARTICLE2 &.Féz.'.’m”

ESTABLISHMENT OF PARENTAGE
Section 201 p 9 Paths To Establishing Parentage

AGiving birth ADe Facto parentage p Article 5

AAdoption AGenetic parentage p Article 6

AVAP p Article 3 AConsent to assisted reproduction p Article 7
AAdjudication AConsent to surrogacy agreement p Article 8

APresumption p Article 4
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ESTABLISHING PARENTAGE

PETITION FOR

ADOPTION

ORA

VOLUNTARY
A T
E

OF PARENTAG

ESTABLISHING
PARENTAGE

The Rhode Island Uniform
Parentage Act became
effective on January 1, 2021.

The passaEe of the Act has
brought about man
significant changes in the
parentage process.

Most notably the expansion of
those eligible to execute a

Voluntary Acknowledgment of

Parentage.

Consequently, the Act ma
also reduce the number o
Adoption Petitions that were

previously required to be filed.

This pamphlet is provided to
explain when the VAP process
may be more appropriate to
establish parentage as
opposed to the traditional
adoption process.

The method you choose will
depend upon the
circumstances of your child’s
conception or birth and your
relationship to the child.

ESTABLISHING PARENTAGE -
though Voluntary
Acknowledgment

If you are unmarried parents - same gender
or not - when yourchild i born, and you
want both your names_to be listed as the
child’s parents:

* Complete the Voluntary
Acknowledgment of Parentage (VAP)
form with hospital staff:

* Sign it in front.of a witness who is at
least 18 years old. Usuallyithis will be
completed in the presence of the
hospital staff.

* Hospital Staff will file it with the
Center for Vital Records.

If you are married parents - same gender or
not and you want to ensure you have a
document that is equivalent to a court
:I,;c;ee of parentage, you can also sign a

If you complete it at birth:

Hospital staff will add both names to your
child’s birth certificate and send your VAP
to the Center for Vital Records.

If you wish to complete it later:

You can make an appointment with the
Center for Vital records to complete a VAP.
In this case, CVR staff will witness the
signatures. Both parents’ names will be
listed on the child’s birth certificate. Please
note: If the VAP is completed after the birth,
you will not be able to change the child’s
name without a court order.

What makes a VAP valid?

* |t’s signed and dated by both parents
who are eliﬁible to sign. AND

* It's signed/dated by a witness who is
at least 18.

* [t's filed with the Center for Vital
Records, at:

Rhode Island Department of Health
Center for Vital Records

3 Capitol Hill, Room 101
Providence, Rhode Island, 02908
Phone: 401-222-2813




ESTABLISHING PARENTAGE -
though Adoption

Prior to the enactment of the RI
Uniform Parentage Act many LGBTQ
parents - married and unmarried
typically filed a Petition for Adoption
in Rhode Island Family Court to secure
a court order of parentage to secure
their parentage in all jurisdictions.

Some LGBTQ parents might continue
to seek an adoption to secure their
child’s parentage, but the Rl Uniform
Parentage Act provides additional
routes to secure their parentage.

Now, LGBTQ parents who are married
orunmarried parents may execute the
VAP at the birthing hospital, or after
the birth of the child at the Center for
Vital Records. They simply need to
make an appointment to doso. AVAP
is the equivalent of a court decree of
parentage. In Rl, a VAP may be signed
by people who are genetic parents,
people who are presumed parents,
and people who are intended parents
through assisted reproduction.

The VAP once completed is equivalent
to a court adjudication. No further or
additional court order is required.

In some cases, a Petition for Adoption
is the appropriate and required
procedure for establishing parentage.
Examples include: Foster Parents
planning to adopt a foster child.

DID YOU KNOW?

The Rhode Island Uniform Parentage
Act has provided additional routes for
securing the parentage of a child.

Pre UPA - LGBTQ parents
used to confim their parentage
through adoption to obtain a court
decree of parentage.

Post UPA - parents can still
complete adoptions but also have
other choices.

LGBTQ parents can sign a
Voluntary Acknowledgment of
Parentage which is equivalent to a
court adjudication. Genetic,
presumed or intended parents
through AR can execute a VAP as
well.

LGBTQ parents can also seek
a Court order of parentage either
before or after birth.

GET HELP

To learn more on the Rhode
Island Uniform Parentage Act or
for assistance understanding
how the new law may affect you
or your situation, please contact
any of the following state
agencies:

CONTACT:

Rl Department of Human Services
OFFICE OF CHILD SUPPORT SERVICES
77 Dorrance Street
Providence, RI 02903
(401)-458-4400

Rl Department of Health
CENTER FOR VITAL RECORDS
3 Capitol Hill
Room 101
Providence, RI 02908
(401) 222-2813

RIDepartment of Children, Youth & Famiies
101 Friendship Street
Providence, R 02903

(401) 528-3500
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ARTICLE 2
Establishment of Parentage UNIFORM pARENTAGE A

Section 202 p Nondiscrimination Every child equal regardless of marltal status or parents, gender of"parents

or circumstances of birth.
Section 206 p Adjudicating Competing Claims

A(1) the age of the child;

A%) thﬁlhenqth of time during which each individual assumed the role of parent of
e chi

A(3) the nature of the relationship between the child and each individual;

Joav s~ -—e - wha ohild if the relationship between the child and each individual is
not recognized,
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A (6) other considerations arising from the dlSI’URtIOﬂ of the relationship between the
child.and eaeh Iindiviaual orthe likelihood of ot

er harm to the cid and _
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