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Agenda
• Welcome & Announcements & vote on minutes 
• SNAP Presentation – DHS 
• WIC Update
• HEAL (Healthy Eating and Active Living Program) 

Presentation - RIDOH
• Public Comment
• Adjournment 



SUN Bucks: 
Rhode Island’s
Summer Nutrition 
Programs for Kids



What is SUN Bucks?

• SUN Bucks is a grocery benefits program to help families buy 

food during the summer when schools are closed. 

• Families get $120 for each eligible school-age child.

• Children who get these benefits can still participate in other 

summer meal programs.



Children need 
consistent access 
to nutritious food 
to grow, learn, 
and thrive



Summer should be a 
time for fun, not hunger
Food insecurity rises during the summer, 
when the approximately 30 million 
children and teens who participate in 
school lunch and breakfast programs 
lose access to these nutritious meals



Traditional Meal 
Sites Model 
doesn't reach 
all children
Only 1 in 6 children who eat 
free or reduced-price school 
lunch participate in group 
summer meals



SUN Bucks, 
traditional summer 
meal programs in 
Rhode Island, are 
vital



Launched in 2024: 
Rhode Island’s​ 
grocery benefits 
program



We know it works!
Demonstration projects 
showed summer grocery 
benefits reduced child 
hunger by 33%



How does SUN Bucks work?

- In RI, SUN Bucks benefits are loaded onto an EBT card and mailed to 

your home; added to an existing household EBT card. 

- SUN Bucks benefits can be used to buy food like fruits, vegetables, meat, 

whole grains, and dairy at grocery stores, farmers markets, and other 

places that accept SNAP EBT benefits. 

- SUN Bucks is a convenient way to help children get the nutrition they need 

when schools are closed.



Who is eligible for SUN 
Bucks?

• School-aged children whose households 
participate in other nutrition assistance programs

• Children who attend a school that offers the 
National School Lunch or Breakfast Program, and 
their household income meets the requirements 
for free or reduced-price school meals



SUN Bucks Data

2025:
SNAP Benefits* -     $3,880,920  Individuals 32,341  Households 18,526
Non-SNAP Benefits* - $7,530,000  Individuals 62,750  Households 62,750
*Data as of June 17, 2025

2024: 
SNAP Benefits -     $3,800,280  Individuals 31,669  Households 18,204
Non-SNAP Benefits - $9,034,800  Individuals 75,284  Households 75,289



Who is eligible for SUN Bucks?
Your child may be eligible for SUN Bucks if any one of the following criteria apply during the school year:

• A child in your household is receiving SNAP, Rhode Island Works, or Medicaid benefits (if your household 

income is at or below 185% of the federal poverty level) and your child is between ages 6 – 18.

• Your child is a foster child, homeless child, a migrant child, a Head Start child or a runaway child.

• Your child attends a school participating in the National School Lunch Program (NSLP) or School Breakfast 

Program (SBP) and meets the eligibility requirements for free and reduced-price school meals as determined 

through an NSLP/SBP application

• Your child attends a special provision school and meets the requirements to receive free or reduced-price meal 

as determined through an NSLP/SBP application..

• You submit an online or paper SUN Bucks application, your child attends a NSLP/SBP school, and your 

household income is at or below 185% of the Federal Poverty Level.



How do ​families 
apply for SUN
Bucks in Rhode 
Island?



Enrolling in SUN Bucks
School-age children (ages 6 – 18) receiving SNAP, RI Works,or Medicaid (if income eligible) or living in a household where 

a child is receiving these benefits are enrolled in SUN Bucks automatically.

Additionally, families that submitted a school meal benefit application or an alternate income form to their schools and were 

determined income-eligible for free or reduced priced school meals are enrolled in SUN Bucks automatically.

All other families that believe they meet the income criteria for free or reduced-price school meals and their children attend a 

school participating in the NSLP/SBP, can complete a SUN Bucks application to determine if they are eligible for the 

benefits.



Online SUN Bucks Application 
The SUN Bucks application is available online for anyone who believes they meet the eligibility criteria but will not receive the 

benefits through the automated process. 

To apply, households can submit a paper application available on the DHS website or apply online. 

SUN Bucks Application period for the 2024-2025 school year is open and will close at the start of the next school 

year.  However, submitted applications will not be reviewed until the current school year ends. SUN Bucks are only issued 

during the summer months.

https://dhs.ri.gov/programs-and-services/supplemental-nutrition-assistance-program-snap/sebt-application-form


Working 
together 
to close 
the summer 
hunger gap



Together, 
we can help 
more children 
thrive in the 
summertime 
and beyond



Thank you

Jenna Simeone, SNAP Administrator
Rhode Island Department of Human Services
For additional questions, contact:
Jenna Simeone: Jenna.Simeone@dhs.ri.gov 





Special Supplemental Nutrition Program 
for Women, Infants, and Children (WIC)

WIC is a short-term public health program that helps 
to safeguard the health of pregnant and  postpartum 
participants, infants and children younger than five 
years old who are at nutritional risk.

5 Pillars of WIC Services:
1.  Access to Healthy Foods
2. Nutrition Education
3. Breastfeeding Support 
4. Health Screenings
5. Heath-Related Social Service 
Referrals



WIC in Rhode Island

Each applicant receives individual, client-centered 
counseling, access to a Breastfeeding Peer 
Counselor, and an individualized food prescription 
based on need.
• WIC currently has a monthly enrolled rate of 

19,494 participants statewide
• 53% of infants born in Rhode Island are currently 

enrolled in WIC 
• 19 WIC locations 
• Eligible WIC participants receive $25 to buy local 

fresh produce at participating Farmers Markets



WIC Outcomes

• Increased 
immunization rates 

• Improved birth 
outcomes

• Enhanced nutritional 
well-being of mothers 
and young children

• Increased school 
readiness



WIC Shopper App

Rhode Island WIC is now using the WIC Shopper App, a free and ad-free app 
that can provide participants with:
• Locations of WIC vendors, including listing those closest to you
• Locations of WIC offices
• The WIC food guide, showing all WIC-approved foods
• A bar code scanning tool, which allows you to check whether a food item is 

on the approved product list.  
• Other tools, such as easy and healthy recipes you can make with WIC foods 

and a tool to request the addition of specific food items to our WIC approved 
list.



Innovations to Reduce Barriers to Services

• An online survey to check eligibility will be rolled out before July 
1, 2025.  This will allow participants to reach out electronically 
and receive an appointment.

• Pilot project that supports trained Community Health Workers to 
enroll pregnant people and infants in WIC on a preliminary basis, 
scheduling a follow-up appointment at a clinic within 30 days.

• Grant funds supported an agency to purchase a van equipped as 
a WIC clinic. This makes it easy for those applying to the 
program to access services.



Healthy Eating 
and Active 
Living Program

Randi Belhumeur, MS RDN LDN CDOE
Sarah Blau, MPH

Early Childcare and 
Education
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Healthy Eating & Active Living Program

Vision

Nourishing food and active living are 
culturally appealing,  accessible, and 
affordable to all Rhode Islanders.

Mission

To advance health equity for healthy eating 
and active living by collaboratively working 
with  partners to improve policy, system, and 
environmental changes. 

Priorities

Access to affordable nourishing food

Access to safe spaces for play and physical activity

Infant, children, and youth —  nutrition and physical 
activity

Expansion of  statewide system coordination
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What is SPAN?

• Centers of Disease Control and 
Prevention – State Physical Activity 
and Nutrition grant 2023-2028(?)

• 17 state awardees 

• Promotion of healthy eating and 
active living

Five Primary Strategies: 

1. Promotion of Food Service Guidelines

2. Expansion of Fruit and Vegetable 
Voucher Incentive Program and 
Produce PRx

3. Safe and Accessible Physical Activity

4. Continuity of care in breastfeeding 
support

5. Early childcare and education
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Early Childcare and Education (ECE)

CDC Spectrum of Opportunities 

1. Partnerships 

2. Equity

3. Activities
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Among RI children 1–5 years of age in 2021

Hamner HC, Dooyema CA, Blanck HM, et al. Fruit, Vegetable, and Sugar-Sweetened Beverage Intake Among Young 
Children, by State — United States, 2021. MMWR Morb Mortal Wkly Rep 2023;72:165–170. 

More than 1/3 did not 
eat a daily fruit during 
the preceding week

More than ½ did not eat a daily 
vegetable during the preceding 

week

More than ½  drank soda at 
least once during the 

preceding week
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Children, by State — United States, 2021. MMWR Morb Mortal Wkly Rep 2023;72:165–170. 

Disparities in Diet Quality Also Start Early in Life
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Nutrition & Developmental Health

Early childhood (birth-5 years) is a period of rapid 
growth and development.

Access to adequate nutrition (macro and 
micronutrients) is critical to support cognitive and 
physical development in early childhood. 

Limited or inadequate nutrient access in early 
childhood could impede brain growth and 
cognitive abilities (e.g., motor development, 
memory, attention) 

Roberts, M., Tolar-Peterson, T., Reynolds, A., Wall, C., Reeder, N., & Rico Mendez, G. (2022). The Effects of Nutritional Interventions on the 
Cognitive Development of Preschool-Age Children: A Systematic Review. Nutrients, 14(3), 532. https://doi.org/10.3390/nu14030532

Cusick, S. E., & Georgieff, M. K. (2016). The Role of Nutrition in Brain Development: The Golden Opportunity of the "First 1000 Days". The Journal of 
pediatrics, 175, 16–21. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jpeds.2016.05.013

https://doi.org/10.3390/nu14030532
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RI Landscape: Assessment Process

Understand Provider Practice

Establish Initial Partnerships

Disseminate Survey to ECE Providers

Build Relationships

Implement Activities

Brown University URI Snap-Ed Farm Fresh
RIDEDHS

QRIS Farm to ECE CACFP
Building TA models



Child and Adult Care Food Program Story Map

CACFP Participation in Rhode Island
35

https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/ae5a725f14a94c6f91b8a1828eb78d25


Sponsor Risk: Children’s Friend
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To participate in CACFP, Family Child Care Homes must work with a public or private non-profit sponsoring organization

124
FFCH

857
Avg. monthly 
participation

133
FFCH

897
Avg. monthly 
participation

Number of homes sponsored and average number of  
monthly participants in federal FY24 and federal FY25

544,912 

meals served

$1,015,631.00 
in reimbursement to FCCH 

educators

FY24 number of meals served, and reimbursement issued

FY24

FY25
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RI Landscape: Assessment Process

Understand Provider Practice

Establish Initial Partnerships

Disseminate Survey to ECE Providers

Build Relationships

Implement Activities

Brown University URI Snap-Ed Farm Fresh
RIDEDHS

QRIS Farm to ECE CACFP
Building TA models



RI ECE Activities: Survey

38

CACFP 
Participation

Nutrition Physical 
Activity

Farm to ECE

Caring for our Children Standards

Four primary focus areas
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Survey Findings: CACFP

CACFP – Fruits and Vegetables

Figure 1. Percentage of providers that serve F&V by CACFP 
participation status

CACFP – Fluid Milk

Figure 2. Percentage of providers that serve unflavored 
whole milk and low-fat milk by CACFP participation status
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Survey Findings: Farm 2 ECE
Gardening, local food purchasing, education

Farm 2 ECE

Figure 3. Percentage of providers interested in expanding 
Farm 2 ECE Activities

Farm 2 ECE – Participation

Figure 4. Percentage of providers interested in 
expanding Farm 2 ECE Activities
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RI Landscape: Assessment Process

Understand Provider Practice

Establish Initial Partnerships

Disseminate Survey to ECE Providers

Build Relationships
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Brown University URI Snap-Ed Farm Fresh
RIDEDHS

QRIS Farm to ECE CACFP
Building TA models



Little Harvest Produce Box 
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Identify funding source to address cost 
barriers related to local purchasing and select 

area for pilot programs

Use Prevention Block Grant funds to launch 
produce delivery program – Little Harvest 

Produce Box Program - in six Rhode Island 
cities 

Partners: University of Rhode Island Snap-Ed, 
Farm Fresh Rhode Island, South Side 

Community Land Trust, Brown University 
School of Public Health
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Outreach and Enrollment

https://www.canva.com/design/DAGc8dhbRkg/G2xljlvwnTh7SFeQ7oNNtw/view?utm_content=DAGc8dhbRkg&ut
m_campaign=designshare&utm_medium=link2&utm_source=uniquelinks&utlId=heb6a79525f



44

Educational Materials
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Program Impact

• Boxes delivered to date: 483

• Early care sites served: 30



Next Steps
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Stay Connected to the Healthy Eating & Active Living 
Program

• Coming soon: full ECE survey report

• Sign-up for our monthly newsletter: Rhode Island Food 
Access Bulletin

• Join our Monthly Food Access Office Hours Call

• Join our Farm to ECE Community of Practice

• Connect with us if you know of a prospective CACFP 
sponsor

• Email us directly: sarah.blau@health.ri.gov 

mailto:sarah.blau@health.ri.gov


Public Comment

Nicole Chiello, Assistant Director

Office of Child Care, DHS

Nicole.Chiello@dhs.ri.gov 

mailto:Nicole.Chiello@dhs.ri.gov
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